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Facts about Canada’s used oil materials
recycling programs

FACT - Just one litre of used oil can contaminate up to one million litres of fresh water’ 

FACT - Used oil materials are a significant potential environmental hazard and have been addressed through the made-in-Canada, industry-led stewardship program for used oil, oil filters and containers.

FACT - The Ontario Used Oil Management Association (OUOMA) is building on the successes of the current four western Canadian programs

FACT - This ‘extended producer responsibility’ (EPR) program model succeeds environmentally, economically and socio-economically. (Independent study commissioned by Environment Canada for presentation at OECD workshop, Tokyo, December 2002 on ‘Economics of EPR Programs’)

FACT - Used oil, used oil filters, and used plastic oil containers (up to 30 litres) are recycled and reused.

FACT - Since 1997, the western Canadian programs have facilitated the growth of a collection system infrastructure and the delivery of the materials to government-approved processing and end uses stimulating the growth of a viable recycling/reuse industry.

FACT - It’s a user pay program and does not rely on government subsidies. The Environmental Handling Charge (EHC) is assessed on the sale of new oil, oil filters and plastic oil containers and remitted to each provincial association by its member companies. It is NOT a government tax. It isn’t a deposit/refund system. The EHC would have to be much higher if it was. The net cost to those responsibly managing their used oil materials should be relatively unchanged.

FACT - A Return Incentive (RI) is paid to registered collectors on used oil materials picked up from generators, large and small, including nearly 1,500 public collection points in the four western provinces encouraging the growth of private sector collectors 
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FACT - Freight-equalized RI zones make it economically viable for collectors to recover used oil materials from remote locations and transport these materials to approved destinations. 

FACT - The introduction of the BC program reduced the cost to generators for collection of used oil materials from their sites and in some cases generated a small revenue stream. All collectors are on an equal footing to compete for these materials. 

FACT - OUOMA has undertaken a number of studies to determine the most reliable estimates of current used oil, oil filter and container collection in Ontario. Presently, approximately 55% of the more than 185 million litres of used oil, about 20% of the 13.6 million oil filters and about 7% of the 4.4 million kilograms of containers available for diversion are collected. 

FACT - Re-refining used oil into new lubricating oil is an environmentally sound option. 

FACT - The re-refining industry has seen a dramatic downsizing in recent decades and there are now only two re-refineries in Canada - one in Breslau, Ontario and the other in North Vancouver.  Other fully regulated end uses for used oil such as processing for fuel are also well established.  The OUOMA program is designed to minimize interference in this mature marketplace for government-approved end uses of used oil.  

FACT - Used oil filters and plastic oil containers are valuable non-renewable resources.  Filters are 85% steel, crushed and reused as reinforcing bars and nails. The plastic containers are chipped and used for manufacturing plastic products such as new oil containers, drainage tiles, curbs, fencing, flower pots and highway guardrail posts. 

FACT – This extended producer responsibility program has grown through the co-operation of the associations, its members, collectors, government and stakeholders and continues to develop best practices.

FACT – The program model works environmentally, economically and socio-economically.
FACT – A good place to learn more is to visit www.usedoilrecycling.com.
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